Hiragana (Japanese)
Japanese uses four writing systems: Hiragana (shown here) by default, a similar system called
Katakana for foreign words, Romaiji (Latin letters) sometimes, and an awful system called Kaniji.

Abd P FE B =& h[
Y A DT BULTE LY
50 T A8 D <[] 3
T
&

St
]

{rhil

5 & IF

S
Al S danlld
[ frar
oF MY

=]

s usan with ilanidchutent $55 5
Mowels

m

-F
E

[

[ |

]

N & o 0k
I

St

v ]

9%
9

=

Ly |

g
ot 7

63
i - 3 [7u
P L 3 u
~

o

(&

(L3 ks

A J
% NI U

H

(Chart from www.jappleng.com)

Examples:

A< L FIEWWS: Fukushima Daiichi, nuclear disaster site

0% U F: Hiroshima, nuclear bomb site

75 A" & & : Nagasaki, nuclear bomb site

& & &: Tokyo, capital of Japan

& A L ®: Honshu, the main island of Japan

0 5 A7 Hiragana

% 2 ' L &: Rokkasho, nuclear accident site.

A& 2 -3 3 &: “Fattavuva” (Nonsense string that displays less-common sounds.)
Try for yourself:

Your name

Tokaimura, nuclear accident site.

Onagawa, nuclear accident site.

Mihama, nuclear accident site

Kashiwazaki-Kariwa, nuclear plant shut down to avoid more disasters.



Cherokee: a syllabary

a e i o u v [3]
D a R e T | H o O u i v
S ga O ka F ge Y gi A go J qu E gv
ol ha P he S hi F ho T hu 7 hv
W la d le P i G lo M lu q v
3 ma M me H mi H mo ¥ mu
© na f; hna G nah J1 ne h ni Z no 9 nu O nv
L qua CO que D qui N quo @ quu & quv
00s U sa 4 se b si $ so & su R sv
L da W ta S de T te A di A i A do S du 6’ dv
& dla L tla L tle C tli F tlo ‘@ tlu P v
G tsa T tse kI tsi K tso d tsu C tsv
G wa &9 we 0 wi D wo 9 wu 6 wv
& ya $ e D i Ay Gyu B w

Sequoyah = Si-quo-ya = b'\/w@

hSUL DhBO® hRJLAO DJ OChdvd OCOSt SGO”
RRT. PENAW OOLO*LA DJ® OCZCoOJ DJ' UW
R JhAO0DLNJA DOCOP DLOYV EJ.

Nigada aniyvwi nigeguda'lvna ale unihloyi unadehna duyukdv gesv'i. Gejinela
unadanvtehdi ale unohlisdi ale sagwu gesv junilvwisdanedi anahldinvdlv adanvdo gvhdi.

(All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.)



Cyrillic + Greek: alphabets

| | | I " P in pet Mosvka = Mocksa
_ - Tchaykovskiy =
A = T P = el YalKoBCKMiA
B "beh" b in bit L "ehs" = in ses intelligentsia =
T __ WHTennMreHumns
B "vah" v in vine L ERnEp
I "geh" e Y "oo" oo in boot Try for yourself:
Your name
ﬂ, "dah" d in do @ "ehf" f in face
i ; 5 Russia
E "yeh" TR X khah h in house
E: "yo" yo in yolk .l-—‘! T Sl babushka
"chah" ch in chi
o zheht - i pleseurs | 1 i cosmonavt
3 "rah® S m "shah" sh in shut
alphabeta = aA@apnTa
H Hag" S Ig "schyah" sh in sheap biologia = B|0)\ov|'a
P p eometria = yewpeTpia
&3 "ee kratkoyeh" i ) 'h "t\":’ﬂl'dl_f ZIII'IEHLC L g
l/l "short ee" y in boy hard sign
K "kah" k in kittan bl k. il Try for yourself:
b E——— Your name
"ehl" in lam znahk" ]
J\ i bt "soft sign"
M "ahm" m in map 8 okt g M
H b ek O e uin use charisma
"ah" o in folk "vah" ya in yard
O H ’ Y magma
Capital Lower- Greek English Capital Lower- Greek English
case name case name
A o Alpha a N v Nu n
B B Beta b = g Xi X
r ¥ Gamma g O 0 Omicron 0
A & Delta d I T Pi P
E g Epsilon € p p Rho r
Z £ Zeta z v G Sigma g
H 1 Eta h T 1 Tau t
® 0 Theta th Y v Upsilon u
I 1 Iota i D b Phi ph
K K Kappa k Y y Chi ch
A A Lambda | b Wy Psi ps
M 1 Mu m 0 ® Omega 0




Tengwar
Tengwar is the writing system created by J. R. R. Tolkien for the elves. There are several

variants; this is one common one. Vowels are written as marks on the preceeding consonant; fill
in a short vertical line if there is no preceding consonant.

Pt | P P o g K famp q
Pes [Pem  [Ger [T
b s Tilessile b ; formen d oy Mamalana d Ky S
o
T

quesse
(feather)

ungwe
(spidar's web)

(spiritwind) (north) (treasure/rage) (breeze)
anto ampa anca ungue

b) nt {mouth) b)' mp (hook) (('l nk (laws) nkw (hollow)
nimen malta felda/neldo nnwalme

™ n [8)] m «l N (one of the nw
(west) (gold) Noidor) (torment)
ore vala anna wilyalvilya

D r eats D v a vy T wwv
inner mind) (angelic power) (ot (air/sky)

Additional letters
rémen arda lambe alda

? r {east) %) rd (region) c l (tongue) g Id (tree)

6 s silme . silme nuquemna ZItl szersrelesse ZITl sze nuquema
(starlight) 9 {silme reversed) g5 (sunlight/name) ‘3 &5 (dze reversed)
hyarmen hwesta ; yanta (ire

'\\ h (south) d‘ sindarimwa ’ y (pridge) O w (heat)
halla ) )

1 h (tall) I short carier l long carrier

& bl # = L 2 b == & Bl # - an ” 2 "y -

Lirin I | I U S A W B N | f I/ f

ba S Y el
a e [ 0 L K 4faa | Blee iii il Ofuu | vy
(Chart from mareritt.com)
PR » N
Py 6TYT
Examples: Tengwar Silmaril



Korean Alphabet
Consonants
T EZS2 T -dH A0 R XK F

Hangeul: a featural alphabet

Hangeul has individual letters for

= X o
gk ndtrl mbp s ng j ch k t p h individual sounds -- like an alphabet
silent in ini{ial position -- but stacks the sounds together
91 T HH A XX into sylla!olgs. Because Hangeul is
kk tt pp ss ij featural, it is easy to memorize.
Vowels a
FoF 1 94 7 — | L e
a ya e ye0o 0O yo U yu eu i gt - f
father saw home moon put meet (:)
R R {
ae yae e ye wa WwWae oe wo we Wi Ui l n o/
hand set wet

Revised Romanization.
Pronunciations shown here are only rough approximations.

banana — banana — Hl' L—I' L—I'
radio — radio — EI‘ El_c|>_

orange — orenji — _C|>_ |Ei| x|

Canada — kaenada — 3H L-l' EI‘
tennis — teniseu — E'” L—l é

video _ bidio » H|C| 2

~ = —
chocolate — chokollit — 2~ = i' menu — menyu — D'” T
Try for yourself:
cha ham & cheese sandwich (haem chijeu saendeuwichi)
kimchi taekwondo
juice Samsung (Samseong)

your name



International Phonetic Alphabet

The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is an attempt at a one-to-one matching of sounds in all
the world’s languages to symbols. Most of these sounds aren’t in English.

the international phonetic alphabet (2005)

Consonants |

(pulmonic) | stabu | 20 | penai aveciar’ e [Retrofies vy Patatal | vetar | Uvutar |Prarmgess T | Glotsal
Ly m m n n L n N
] [ ) j |
oS pb t d td C | kog|(gqo [ T |7
e 1 - ,
Fric athen 3| fv 08|52 5Z |63 Xy h - | H & .
L2 EARE: LS AF SV LAY S LR AN
Approaimant [k d .1 | L
g, Tlag I [
1
T 1] r B
Latersl |
) i ,
Lartera
ap :I T | I_ J;. L |
a1 p fap N | |
B e w i k
wk y o Y ul

The sounds of the above that are in English are here; you can infer some of the rest from them.

Consonants:
Mom Nun -ing
Pop/Bob Tot/Dad Kick/Gig
Fife/Vie |Thin/This |See/Zoo |She/Azure He
Row You
Low
Vowels:
Me/ /Boo
Mitt/ /Put
Bait/ /Boat
Putt
Pet/ Gut/Lore
Pat/
Stock/ Hot/




