Cognitive Bias: What you think is right is WRONG!
Lecturer: Sophia Lee, sophia08@mit.edu
Spring 2008
HSSP – March 15 ~ May 10

Class Time: Sat 10:05 to 11:55 AM

Room: 1-246
Spark – March 8

Class Time: Sat 11:05 AM to 12:55 PM

Room: 2-105

Prerequisite: None.  Some psychology knowledge is useful but definitely NOT required!  Lots of enthusiasm and a willingness to participate in class discussions can be helpful.  
Introduction

In this class, you will learn the basics of cognitive bias which will touch upon a variety subject areas ranging from psychology to business to medicine.  I will also teach you how to read and write critically.  You will have the opportunity to practice writing parts of a critical review, although homework is optional (however, completing optional assignments will be awarded)! 

The important thing about this class is to show up, participate and have fun!  

Contact Me
The best way to contact me is via email [sophia08@mit.edu], which I usually check at least once a day.  If you can write in your email title, [HSSP CogB], I would greatly appreciate it.  

Logistics Stuff

Class will begin and end on time, so please be on time.  Prior to each class, I will email out what you need to do/prepare for the next class.  Please keep a look out for my email and contact me if you have any questions!

SCHEDULE
	WEEK #, DATE


	Preparation for this Week
	STUFF of the DAY

	Week 1, March 8
	None.  Just show up!
	· Intro to cognitive bias 

· Fun interaction with games and prizes

· Overview of the rest of the week and what to expect



	Week 2, March 15
	Read article: http://www.learn.maine.edu/ocls/criticalreview.php
	· Causes of cognitive bias
· Critical Review – broad overview & summary section
· The “Uhm” Game



	Week 3, March 22
	Bring a small notepad and a writing utensil

	· Attribution Bias
· Whosdunnit Mystery Game


	Week 4, March 29
	NO CLASS!
	NO CLASS!


	Week 5, April 5
	TBA
	· Research Bias

· Critical Review – critique

· Invincible Argument Game



	Week 6, April 12
	TBA
	· Biases in finance & economics

· Investment Game

	Week 7, April 19
	 TBA
	· Critical Review – implications & application
· Behavioral Bias

· Game: TBD

	Week 8, April 26
	TBA
	· Biases in decision

· Medical & safety

· Doctor Who Game



	Week 9, May 3
	TBA
	· Logical Fallacies
· Game: TBD

	Week 10, May 10
	TBA
	· JEOPARDY! Review Game
· PARTY!


