Fashion in Revolution: 

Fashion History from Rococo to the Napoleonic Era

Instructor: Lee Hershey

Contact Information

Email: leehershey@gmail.com

Class Hours: 11am-1pm
Classroom:
Course Description

The French Revolution did not just bring changes in social and political thinking, but it furthermore transformed the fashions of French culture. These changes have since manifested the world’s cultural and fashion perspective, and elements of the styles and trends which arose during the Revolution remain consistent today.

This course intends to follow the fashion trends from the Rococo and Neo-classical era until the Napoleonic era. It will put in context both the events of the French Revolution era: from the reign of Marie Antoinette to the reign of Napoleon, and just how these fashion changes were wrought both because and by the political and social changes at the time. 

Students will be encouraged to participate in class discussions and find inspiration in the readings. Students will be expected to develop a final project throughout the class pertaining to some topic related to the Rococo to Napoleonic period. Assignments will include weekly diary reflections, entitled “themes.” The final project may be in the form of a creative or paper-written project; however, students should expect to give a small presentation (3-5 minutes) on their topic on the very last day of class. 

Course Objectives

The purpose of this course is to teach students will learn the historic background of the French Revolution, but also appreciate its contributions to the arts, literature, and specifically, fashions. It will be a course designed for those interested in the study of the French Revolution and fashion history and theory.

During the eight weeks, students will be presented a topic each week. What social and economic changes wrought the transformation of French fashions from the Rococo period towards the fashions of France during the Revolution? How did dress symbolize class differences? What were the significant changes in the way materials were made and what materials were used for clothes? How did color manifest the changes during this period? How did both male and female dress change? What sexual dichotomy evolved from this period? What comparisons or differences can be drawn from the Rococo style and the Napoleonic style?
Course Requirements

1. Weekly Themes

2. Final Paper or Project

3. Presentation

4. Attendance, Participation, and Collegiality
About the Requirements

Weekly Themes: Writing for the course will include a weekly diary or weekly themes, due at the beginning of each class. The weekly themes are meant to be reflections about a page and a half to two pages (double-spaced). They will be un-graded as long as they are completed faithfully and on time. The weekly themes are meant as free-writes, and will provide a chance to reflect, try out new ideas, and continue with arguments from class discussions. However, topics for the weekly themes will be provided by me. A total of seven will be due by the end of the course session. 
In-class Assignments: In-class assignments depend upon the class. At the start of class, it could be a 10-15 minute free-write about a topic to later be discussed in class, or it may be smaller group projects. Every week will consist of a 10-15 in-class assignment, but these are more to broach the understanding of the subject.
Final Paper or Project: I encourage students to create either a project or final paper that will begin at the start of class. Students will choose topics which interest them, however, still pertain to the class content, and further explore these topics on their own. Students are encouraged to be creative with their projects. Topics will explore some aspect of the course objective questions. Students should choose a topic by Week 2. Papers will be 5-7 pages (double-spaced) with a Works Cited page.
Examples or ideas for topics to consider as projects or papers include (but not limited to) the following:

· Paper-dolls (male and female) featuring each period discussed, or of a particular notable figure
· An art analysis from on a painting taken from that period and its relation to French Fashion during the 18th century

· A study of the Jacobins influence on clothing during the Revolution, or Napoleon’s influence on military wear
· A project drawn from Carle Vernet’s plates detailing Napoleonic uniforms

· A study comparing Marie Antoinette pre- and during the Revolution; how her costume changed
· A diagram, painting, or drawing dissecting and discussing a costume of one of the various periods. 

· Comparison of historical fashions to contemporary styles (analyzed either through a visual representation or paper)

Presentations: The last day of class (Week 8) will be presentations. Students will prepare a brief (3-5 minute) presentation to the class about their paper or project. Visual aides or the project will be useful to the presentation. This will be an opportunity for students to not only share the work they completed, but also to see what other students did as projects or papers. 

Texts (not required for purchase)
Excerpts and handouts will be provided from these texts:
Bolton, Andrew and Koda, Harold. Dangerous liaisons: fashion and furniture in the eighteenth century. Metropolitan Museum of Art: New York, 2006.

Breward, Christopher. Fashion.  Oxford University Press: New York, 2003.
Coppola, Sofia. Marie Antoinette.  Columbia Pictures: Kirsten Dunst, Jason Schwartzman, Judy Davis, and Rip Torn, 2006.

Davis, Leonie. Seventeenth and eighteenth-century fashion in detail.  V&A Publishing: London, 2009.

Doyle, William. Origins of the French Revolution. Oxford University Press: New York, 1995.
ed. le Bourhis, Katell. The Age of Napoleon, Costume from Revolution to Empire: 1789-1815. The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Harry N. Abrams, Inc: New York, 1989.
Lefebvre, Georges. The Coming of the French Revolution. Princeton Paperback Edition, Princeton, 1947.
Palmer, R.R. The World of the French Revolution. Harper Torchbooks: New York, 1967.
Tierny, Tom. Louis XIV and His Court Paper Dolls. 

Tierny, Tom. Marie Antoinette Paper Dolls. 
Tierny, Tom. Napoleon and Josephine Paper Dolls. 
Tocqueville, Alexis de. The Old Regime and the French Revolution. Anchor Books: New York, 1983.
Vernet, Carle. Uniforms of Napoleon's Army. Greenhill Books, Lionel Leventhal Limited: London, 2002.

Weber, Caroline. Queen of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revolution. Henry Holt and Company, LLC: New York, 2006.
Grading and Policies

Late Papers or Projects: I do not accept late papers or projects. However, I do understand unforeseen circumstances and events. Please contact me if circumstances arise to prevent you from completing the assignment on time.

Weekly Themes:


30%
Final Project or Paper: 

35%
Presentations:


25%
Participation:



30%
Attendance

In order to get the most out of the class, consistent attendance is required. I will take roll at the beginning of each class. 

Participation and Collegiality

Fashion in Revolution is a seminar designed course, and not a lecture. Therefore, participation is class discussion is an integral element of the course. As part of your obligation to the class, you must keep up with the readings and assignments, as well as participate in ongoing discussions. Active and courteous listening as well as pragmatic criticisms and debates are encouraged. Dominating class discussion or maintaining silence is discouraged. 
Statement of Academic Integrity

This course will enforce strict standards of academic integrity. Papers must be handed in with scrupulous documentation of any sources used and must be entirely your own work You are expected to follow both the rules of the instructor and that of the Institution with regards to acceptable and unacceptable collaboration on any given assignment. Violation of the academic integrity code will result in failure of the course. Please ask if you are unsure or if assignments are unclear.
Statement on Disabilities

Reasonable academic accommodations will be made for students with difficulties. If you are a person with a disability, please contact me outside of class.
Statement on Cell Phone Use

Please be considerate to turn off your cell-phone or to silence your cell-phone before arriving to class. However, if you should forget, please discreetly attend to the distraction as best as you can.
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments

Readings are listed on the date they are due. Please bring relevant materials to class, and please be prepared for class discussion. As the professor, I reserve the right to revise the syllabus if I should deem it necessary.

Week One: 
Topic: What was the typical dress of the Rococo period? 

Examination of Marie Antoinette and her influence on the fashions, including painters which portrayed the royal family and Versailles. 



First Theme Assignment (due for next class)
Week Two:
Topic: What social and economic changes wrought the transformation of French fashions from Rococo period towards the fashions of France during the Revolution? What were the significant changes in the way materials were made and what materials were used for clothes? How did both male and female dress change?
Examination how style and cuts, as well as color portrayed the Reign of Terror.

Second Theme Assignment (due for next class)
Week Three:
Topic: Who were Les Modernes?

A look at the fashion sub-culture of Les Incroyables and Les Merveilleuse. 
Third Theme Assignment (due for next class)
Week Four:
Topic: How did Josephine Bonaparte influence fashion of the Directoire and Empire era?

Examination of how the styles of clothing influenced by the role of Empress Josephine Bonaparte, as well as fashions in the Directoire era.
Fourth Theme Assignment (due for next class)
Week Five: 
 Topic: What did the decadence in the uniforms of Napoleon’s soldiers reveal about the rising empire? And how did dress symbolize class differences?

Examination of the different uniforms assigned to each regiment, as well as the significance of each. Also, an examination on the shifting culture of France, including an observation and historical background to the rising bourgeois class.
Fifth Theme Assignment (due for next class)
 
Week Six: 
Topic: What comparisons or differences can be drawn from the Rococo style and the Napoleonic style? What comparisons can be made from the styles and trends then to contemporary fashions?

Examination of the Rococo and Napoleonic styles through their similarities and differences. A look at more modern and contemporary fashion designers and how they re-interpret the era.
Sixth Theme Assignment (due for next class)

Week Seven:
Final class (no theme)



Due: Presentations and Final Project


Evaluations and Conclusions
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