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Francis Bacon said, "Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man."  In this introductory course, we will develop the language and skills of close-reading, we will discuss the historical and social context and the emotional implications of the story's themes, and we will write analyses of the literary devices employed by each author. In this way, we will develop the tools, vocabulary and grammar to engage with the form and content of some of the 19th and 20th century’s most beloved short stories.

We will create whole-class and small group “maps” of each story we read in a variety of close-reading exercise. We will refer to and build on those maps as we develop our close-reading skills throughout the course.  We will write short, one-paragraph analyses of the stories we study and experiment with writing and work-shopping our own stories as well.   

March 14: Plot/Conflict
“The Man to Send Rainclouds,” Leslie Marmon Silko

Outline of course

Introduction to Literary Analysis

Discussion of literature, our personal experiences and goals for this course 

March 21: Character
“Sucker,” Carson McCullers

Character sketches 

March 28: Spring Break 

April 4: Imagery/Symbol
“The Birthmark,” Nathaniel Hawthorne

Map of images and symbols

Connection of symbols to character, plot and conflict 
 
 

April 11: Setting
“A Rose for Emily,” William Faulkner

Types of settings

Context, history and setting as symbol 

April 18: Voice/Point of View
“Everyday Use,” Alice Walker

“Girl,” Jamaica Kincaid

Return to character sketches

Discuss POV, narrative forms and character development 

April 25: Structure & Style
“Big Two-Hearted River,” Ernest Hemingway

Discussion of genres and styles

Influence of style on other literary elements 

May 2: Sound
“The Things They Carried,” Tim O’Brien

Listening exercise

Poetry 

May 9: Literary Analysis & the Short Story
“Very Old Man with Enormous Wings,” Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Connect the maps from throughout the course & wrap-Up

