MIT/Harvard High School Studies Program H3139
Apocalypse Then: Conrad’s Heart of Darkness
Instructors:  Sam Berman-Cooper and Tony Bator
Classroom: Harvard University – TBD
Email: sbc1228@esp.mit.edu, abator@fas.harvard.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment

Course Meetings: Saturdays (Time TBD) October 2 - November 13, 2010
Course Description:  
In this course, students will participate in a detailed reading of Joseph Conrad’s 1902 novella Heart of Darkness. Major themes of the novella, including imperialism, insanity, and the nature of good and evil, will be located and discussed with respect to the broader philosophical and cultural contexts of the time. Supplemental readings/lectures will address Romanticism, Modernism, frame narratives, moral ambiguity, and human nature. At the end of the course, we will read and discuss more recent post-colonial criticism of Conrad, most notably by Chinua Achebe, author of Things Fall Apart.
Course Requirements: 

1. Background: No background in late 19th/early 20th century philosophy is expected or required. Some knowledge of the history of European imperialism is helpful, as is some degree of experience reading dense literature. However, students with limited/no backgrounds in History and Literature are encouraged to join and should not be afraid of falling behind.
2. Reflection: Students will be expected to read about 15-20 pages of Heart of Darkness per week. In addition, supplementary background readings of no more that 5-10 pages may be assigned. One-paragraph responses to each week’s readings should be posted to the class website no later than 24 hours prior to the start of class.
3. Enthusiasm: Come prepared to have fun! We are teaching this class because we believe that the material can be entertaining and engaging as well as instructive. We hope that you will come to class willing and excited to talk about the material, and to consider alternative points of view voiced by your classmates.
Laptop Policy: Laptops are not permitted in this class. Lectures will be kept to a minimum so we can dedicate as much time as possible to discussion. If you want to take notes, please do so in a notebook.
Schedule of Lectures and Readings (All supplemental readings will be available for download on the Course Website)
Week One (Oct. 2): Background and Introductions
· Introduction to class/classmates
· Syllabus and overview of course 
· Joseph Conrad: life in context
· Imperialism in Africa
Week Two (Oct. 9): Romanticism
· Begin Heart of Darkness
Week Three (Oct. 16): Modernism
· Frame narratives
· Continue Heart of Darkness
· Reading TBA on Modernism
Week Four (Oct. 23): Sanity/Insanity 
· Continue Heart of Darkness
· Excerpt from Freud TBA
Week Five (Oct. 30): Good and Evil
· Continue Heart of Darkness
· Excerpt from Nietzsche TBA
Week Six (Nov. 6): Post-Colonial Criticism
· Finish Heart of Darkness 
· “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s ‘Heart of Darkness’” by Chinua Achebe
Week Seven (Nov. 13): Remaining Questions/Film Discussion
· Watch Apocalypse Now
· Read “‘A Bloody Racist’: About Achebe’s View of Conrad” by Cedric Watts
