MIT HSSP Spring 2011
Japanese Culture: Traditional Meets Modern

Instructors: Jennifer Yoo and Samantha Yoo

Course Description:

What is it like in Japan? What makes the Japanese tick? Before you can really understand a people, you have to have some idea  of what their daily lives are like. What their traditions are, their beliefs, and their way of looking at the world. This class will explore the daily lives of the Japanese. Part lecture, part demonstration, and part workshop, you will get a chance to learn about many aspects of Japanese culture, both traditional and modern, including Japanese fashion, performing arts, education, cuisine, as well as cultural arts such as tea ceremony and ikebana (flower arrangement).

In this course, students will learn about Japanese culture through the use of lecture, discussion, demonstrations, in-class activities, video clips, and readings.  Although this class is directed mainly toward students with little or no previous knowledge of the subject, we will take a very in-depth look at all aspects Japanese culture.

Course Requirements:

Students will be expected to attend all class meetings and strongly encouraged to complete all readings assigned.  
Course Materials:
· Selected Readings from Various Texts, Including:
· Japanese Today: Change and Continuity, Edwin Reischauer

· The Chrysanthemum and the Sword, Ruth Benedict

· Japanese Culture, Paul Varley

· The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Japanese Culture, Roger J. Davies and Osamu Ikeno

· Activity Handouts
Course Schedule:

	Class
	Lecture Content
	Demonstration or

Activity

	1
	Course Introduction

Japan: Land – Consequences of Isolation – Appearance of Homogeneity Fashion
	Putting on a Furisode; How to Wear a Yukata

	2
	Honne-Tatemae – On: Giri & Gimu – Uchi-Soto
Marriage & Family
	Social Circles; Family Ties; Omiai

	3
	Group Mentality – Outsiders – Discrimination in Japan
Education & Work – Crime & Punishment
	Ijime; Jury Duty

	4
	Government – Economy – Technology – Transportation – Food – Religion – Architecture  
	Japanese Snacks; Dining Etiquette; Visiting a Shrine/Temple; Attending a Matsuri; Omikuji; Etiquette in a Japanese House

	5
	Sports & Games – Music – Visual Arts – Media Entertainment – Otaku Culture
	Children’s Games

	6
	Literature – Dance – Theater
	Kyo no Shiki Performance

	7
	Cultural Arts – Nightlife 
	Ikebana; Tea Ceremony; Drinking Etiquette; Karaoke?

	8
	Course Conclusion

Living in Japan – Travelling to Japan
End-of-Class Party
	


